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The Lift Evacuation and Rope Knowledge Module (aka Rope Rescue) Exam has three parts
Part 1: Rope Rescue knowledge test and knot proficiency evaluation.

Part 2: Low Angle Rescue interview and proficiency evaluation.
Part 3: Lift Evacuation interview and proficiency evaluation.

Part 1 must be successfully passed to qualify to take the Lift Evacuation and Low Angle Rescue parts.  Parts 2 and 3 are independent, passing either part is not prerequisite to taking the other part.  Any part which is passed will not be reevaluated at future exams.

Part 1
Rope Rescue Knowledge and Knots:

Using an interview format the student will be confident with, efficient tying, and knowledgeable of knots and hitches:  The student may be given a task to accomplish rather than a specific knot to tie.  The student will also assess examples of some of these knots which may or may not be tied correctly.  Knots should include safeties when appropriate.  Knots and hitches will be limited to this list.
1. Water knot on webbing

2. Clove Hitch without access to either end of the rope (for example securing a piece of bamboo midway along a slope closed rope).
3. Figure Eight - on a bight

4. Figure Eight - follow through

5. Double fisherman 
6. Overhand or double overhand safety knot

7. Girth Hitch

8. Prussik

9. Square knot

10. Bowline
EC
Extra Credit-Munter Hitch
Using either an interview format or a written test, the student’s knowledge of lift evacuation, low angle evaluation, the equipment involved in rope rescue will be assessed.
This interview or written test will include questions regarding but not be limited to the following

· Ropes and webbing

· Carabineers, pulleys, ascenders, braking devices, and other hardware.

· Equipment associated with getting the rope over the haul line

· Lift evacuation seats

· Seat harnesses

This discussion will include questions regarding but not limited to the following issues

· Equipment types including pros and cons

· Equipment sources and costs.

· Care (inspection, care during use, cleaning, storage)

· Use considerations.
· Use logs and lifetime.

· Knot design

Questions may also address various issues associated with training and preforming
· Lift Evacuation

· Low Angle Evacuation

Part 2
Low Angle Rescue Section
This station includes a short interview pertaining to issues relating to low angle rescue such as-

· Safety concerns

· Anchor considerations

· Inspection (including history) of equipment to be used (including approval of or disassembly of preconstructed components of the system).
The candidate will have 20 minutes to build and operate a system for lowering and raising a sled.  The evaluators may call time out at any point if they need to assess the viability of the system, otherwise interruptions are to be avoided.  The evaluators will terminate the evaluation if they feel that safety is an issue.  The candidate may provide their own equipment or use the Certified Program’s equipment 

The following is a list of steps which could result in successfully and safely achieving the goal of lowering and raising a toboggan.  Variations are possible in achieving the goal.

1. Select 1 or 2 Anchors – Or create one in the snow with a picket.

2. Securely connect to the anchor(s)
3. Put harness or hasty seat on.

4. Attach lowering/raising line to toboggan using slings and figure 8 knot. Line can be attached directly to toboggan or to a carabiner clipped to a sling on the toboggan  - the Sling may be pre-tied prior to the exam.

5. Thread rescue rope through Rescue 8, making sure it is ready for lowering.

6. Anchor a Rescue 8.

7. Attach prussic to lowering line below rescue 8 that is attached to toboggan. This is your braking mechanism for lowering. 

8. Lower toboggan w/ attendants(phantom) to injured.

9. Attach the prussic to the anchor with a locking carabiner to Lock off toboggan with prussic attached to sling at anchor.

10. Get ready to set up 3:1 raising system.

11. Remove Rescue 8.

12. Attach rescue pulley w/ locking carabiner to the sling which the Rescue 8 was on.

13. Make sure prussic brake is below this pulley.

14. Attach another prussic to line at head of toboggan or as close as you can get (where the slope transitions to steeper pitch).
15. Attach 2nd pulley w/ locking carabiner to this prussic.

16. Reeve the line through both pulleys.

17. Never remove braking prussic from line running directly to toboggan. 

18. Make sure all carabiners are locked.

19. Running end of line must be attached to the anchor.

20. Raise toboggan as far as instructed.

21. Make sure prussic brake is engaged. Then release prussic attached to pulley near head of toboggan and pull down as far as able and raise again. 
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Part 3
Lift Evacuation station 

This station includes an interview addressing but not limited to many of these issues-
1. Causes of Lift Failure
2. Procedures to initiate Lift Evacuation (Lock Out /Tag Out)
3. Placement of Personnel and Equipment
4. Post Evacuation Procedures
5. Record Keeping Requirements
6. OSHA mandates, including training considerations and tower climbing.

7. Insurance Requirements, Liability Concerns, Risk Management
8. Training Requirements
9. Adaptive Skier and Special Populations Evacuation
10. Integrated Tower Installed fall protection
11. Order of evacuation (priorities).
12. Difficult Extrications – chairs on sheaves, over water
13. Identify and explain function of the candidate’s lift evacuation gear
14. Discuss tactics for getting the evacuation rope in place over the haul line.
15. Defend or explain any aspect of the Lift Evacuation Plan which was submitted with the management interview materials.
The candidate will demonstrate specific practical skills.  Parts of this assessment may be staged as if the candidate is the lead instructor for lift evacuation training for their patrol.
1. Teach someone to put on a seat harness.

2. Assess and/or build a lift evacuation set (proper knot and rope saver).
3. Teach someone proper belaying technique.

4. Demonstrate getting the rope in place.
5. Demonstrate Evacuation from a chair.  
